
By Tiana Larson and Elisa Chavez 
 As a community, we can all agree that this past school year has 
been a drastic change as a result from shifting our education online for the 
sake of a worldwide pandemic. For the past 14 months students have 
grown accustomed to relying on themselves to learn and pass their classes 
virtually and independently from their homes. Finally, after a long await, 
campuses are beginning to welcome students back in and suddenly it’s as 
if some of us have forgotten what it felt like to sit in those wooden desks or 
walk through the once familiar hallways back at A.B Miller. With the     

return of many students to in person learning, those of us online are left to wonder, what’s it like to be back in class?  
 Sophomore Leslie Mendoza, a member of the cheer and track team, had been returning to campus for practice almost everyday afterschool. 
When the announcement was made that returning in-person would be an option, she “thought I might as well fully return.” So far, Mendoza states 
that she much prefers in-person learning, because “it was hard to focus on school with distractions at home and I just felt lazy.” Although Mendoza 

prefers being back in school, the      
differences can be easily felt: “It’s       
different because of how everyone has 
to social distance, lunch feels a bit 
strange because you can’t be in big 
groups with your friends and the    
classes are a lot smaller.” 
 Mendoza, like many of her 
peers, felt nervous to return to        
campus, noting that she “did get lost at 
one point” on her first day back. Cheer 
has given her a much-needed break 
from “just sitting at a desk all day”, 
especially with the longer class        
periods this year.  
 Fellow Sophomore, Lizbeth 
Velasco, was motivated to go back by 
“[her] sport and taking [her] AP     

Spanish test in person.” The observant sophomore, “notice[d] [the]   
majority of the   students who came back were freshman and seniors.” 
She goes on to say, “It’s weird that everyone has to distance each other, 
and it feels so different trying to ask a question in such quiet class-
rooms- where there are only like 3 or 4 other students.”  
 Surprisingly, after giving in-person learning a shot again,       
Velasco realized that it just wasn’t for her: “I honestly preferred online; 
it’s just easier for me. I do miss my friends and teachers, however I    
discovered that I can learn better independently and get good grades.” 
Velasco wasn’t even   nervous on her first day back, “it felt nice    
walking through the halls and recognizing someone that you haven’t 
seen in over a year.” Despite choosing to close out her sophomore year 
online, she enthusiastically noted, “This finally feels like our “normal” 
life is slowly returning.” 
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By Angel Ramirez and Daniel     
Contreras 
 Online learning has           
impacted students for either better 
or worse. On one part, it has given 
students 
the                  
oppor-
tunity to 
teach 
them-
selves 

and get a better start in school, and a chance to turn around their grades. For others, however, online 
learning has made it difficult and monotonous to learn through a screen. Students were recently     
given the  option to return to in-person learning or proceed with Distance Learning. 
 Senior Gary Hartzell did not return to school because “it would be beneficial for [his]       
family.” Even though Hartzell said he would not go back, he did attend school for his AVID        

Sashing. He said that “it was the most normal [he has] felt in the past year.” Hartzell has benefited from Distance      
Learning because he has had to “take responsibility and make sure [he has] everything in check.” Despite the benefits, it 
has made him crave social interaction. 
 Enrique Huerta was one of the few that did return to in-person learning. Huerta wanted to “get the experience of    
being a senior in high school.” Online learning was definitely not beneficial for Huerta because he could “be doing        
something else at home with the computer on,” as it is very likely for students to get distracted at home while trying to learn. 
   Jackie Acosta believes that online     

learning is not as beneficial as being in person. 
Acosta says that because “a lot of students,    
including [herself] may find it hard to focus at 
times.” However, Acosta decided to not return 
to school because there was less than a month 
left and she “grew accustomed to the online 
learning environment.” It was in her best        
interested to stay home and push through the 
remaining days via online learning. 


